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5232 1124  

Treasurer 
Kathleen Harkins 
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The interior of the new shed takes shape.

FRAMED!
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Norm McGeary gets to work with the angle 
grinder while Matt Timmins from Colac Men’s 
Shed “supervises”.

Framed! Continued

The Sparkies …

Paul Gaylord and Robbo show that they also are 
no slouches in the fields of angle grinding and 
“supervision”.

Lionel Boyd Rod Menzies and Alan  Stewart

and …
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the Bright Sparks



Stefan, Paul and Cliff 
Building inspectors?

Alan and Paul apply the finishing touches to the 
lining of the outer wall.

Framed! Continued
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Simon and Cookie 
do their thing 
(under supervision).
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IN THE WORKSHOP

Meanwhile, back in the old shed, work goes on making fittings for the 
new shed (with time, of course, for the occasional chat).
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President’s Report

A big thank you to everyone for the fantastic job they’ve done in 
fitting out our new shed.

The outer walls have all been lined and the lining of the inner, dividing walls 
is about 80-90% finished

Thanks to Rod, Alan and Lionel, the electrics are also close to being 
complete.

Our special thanks to Cliff for his work in finishing the dust extraction system 
in the machine room.

Hopefully, on Saturday, 12th May, we’ll be moving the timber racks to our 
new premises from our present home at Norm Tann’s Colac West shed. That  
alone is a good indication that things are well on the way.

Norm McGeary

Reece Plumbing 
48 Rae Street, Colac 

(03) 5234 2210
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POET’S 
CORNER

RODNEY OF THE WOODIES GUILD 
By Norm Griffiths 
I had sent to him a text which I had, for want of better 
Knowledge, sent to where I met him at the local model shop 
He was into trains when I met him, so I sent the text to him, 
Just on spec, addressed as follows, “Rodney, of the Colac Model Shop”. 

And an answer came redirected from a source unexpected 
(And I think the same was written on some hand held contraption) 
Was his Model Train mate who wrote it: 
“Rodney’s joined the Woodies Guild and we don’t know where he are”. 

In my wild erratic fancy visions come to me of Rodney 
Gone working at the Woodies Guild where the Colac Woodies go 
As the stock of wood increases, Rodney collects it all while singing, 
For the Woodies life has pleasures that other folk never know. 

And the Guild hath friends to meet him, and their kindly voices greet him 
Above the noisy machines operating, but he cannot hear a word. 
Still in the workshop of the Guild he sees a vision splendid 
And at night he dreams of wond’rous woodwork projects. 

I am sitting in my dingy little shed, where a stingy 
Ray of sunshine struggles feebly down between the houses tall, 
And the foetid air and gritty of the dusty, dirty shed 
Through the open window floating, spreads its foulness over the garden. 

And in the place of noisy machines, I can hear my neighbours shouting 
Will I stop the interruption of his television viewing, 
And the language is disgusting  like gutter children fighting, 
And continues until I finally cease whatever I was doing. 

And I somehow rather fancy that I’d like to be like Rodney, 
And join the local Woodies Guild where every one’s so friendly, 
Then as the seasons come and go, I can learn to make 
Bandsaw boxes just like Rodney of the Woodies Guild. 

(With acknowledgement of Banjo Paterson and “Clancy of the Overflow”)

03 5248 3030
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Diary Dates 2018

Date/s Club Dates General

May Fitting out of new club premises

As required
Building sub-committee 

meetings 
(Ideas, suggestions, attendance, welcome)

May 26-27

Ballarat Wood Show 
St Andrews Kirk Hall 
Dawson Street Nth 

Ballarat 
http://www.ballaratwoodies.com.au

May 15 Committee of Management meeting

May 19
CWG Annual Dinner 

Colac City Bowls Club bistro 
Central Reserve,  

Gravesend St, Colac.

June 2-3

Albury-Wodonga Woodcrafters 
9th Annual Woodcarving Weekend 

Only 25 places available 
Bookings essential 

https://tinyurl.com/y74fse4r

June 22-24
2018 Australian Woodturning Exhibition 

Kingston City Hall 
985 Nepean Highway, Moorabbin 
Closing Date for entries May 25 

www.awtex.com.au

Date/s Club Date/s General

03 5267 2266

http://www.ballaratwoodies.com.au
http://www.awtex.com.au


Bec Grennan has horse sense in more ways than one. Like several Woodies, 
Bec began life on a farm and exhibited a down-to-earth, fix-it, can-do 
mentality from the beginning. But she also had a special passion. She loved 
the outdoor life and was particularly interested in all things equine. She has 
since worked in the horse racing and breeding industries and is still involved 
with horse-related matters via her work at Colac’s  Sporthorse Saddlery. 

In her family Bec is the go-to person for small constructions and restorations 
like those shown below. On hearing about the Colac Woodcrafters Guild she 
decided to make contact via the Birregurra Festival in October 2017. In the 
few short weeks she has been a member Bec has proved to be a willing 
worker for club activities and a fast developing talent in relation to her own 
projects.

NEW MEMBERS

BEC GRENNAN    

Saddle stand Equine statue

Riding gear rack and blackboard Non-slip dog ramp
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Horse Sense



Member Profile

Making His Mark 
Lionel Boyd’s Pensive Productions

If making your mark is dependent on having access to fine writing implements 
then Lionel Boyd leads the field. In a relatively short time, Lionel has progressed 
from beginner wood-turner to skilful pen-maker. After mastering basic pen 
designs, Lionel has gradually made additions and improvements until he has 
arrived at beautiful and thoughtful creations like the Satin Box and Myrtle 
Beech piece below featuring an inlaid Celtic Knot. As you can see, Lionel’s 
pens have utilised a whole range of timbers from Buloak, Black Box, Olive, 
Mulberry and Huon Pine. They have incorporated slim, rounded and wide-
bodied designs together with a range of clever hardware additions like the 
“rifle” clip shown below.
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Some of Lionel’s Projects
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Member Profile cont.

Lionel Boyd  cont.
Like many Woodies, Lionel decided to pursue his interest in woodwork after he 
retired, in his case, after a lifetime working as an electrician. The skills from his 
former occupation have proved invaluable to the Guild in the comparatively brief 
time he has been a member but it is his rapid development of woodcraft that has 
also impressed his colleagues. Again, with each new project, Lionel has made 
slight additions or improvements and incorporated a wide range of interesting 
woods into each new undertaking.

Boxes 
l-r - Cypress, Blackheart Sassafras x 2

French Rolling Pin, Sandwich Tray, 
Cheeseboard, Cheese Knives 

Satin Box and Blackwood Bracelet - the stages 

Blackheart Sassafras Cheeseboard & Dip Set Bowls - frt. Mallee Root, Blackheart Sassafras/Myrtle Beech, 
Merbau. rear - Camphor Laurel x 2

Huon Pine Cutlery Set 
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Activity Co-ordinator Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

Norm Griffiths 
0408 950 394

9 am

Rod Menzies 
0419 575 518

9 am

Kathleen Harkins 
0419 017 299

1 pm

Margot Fitzpatrick 
0424 478 691

1 pm

David McKenzie 
5231 5916

9 am

Norm Griffiths 
0408 950 394

3.30 pm

Cliff Tann 
5231 6706

9.30 am

!
Basic Woodturning

!
Workshop

!
Jewellery

!
Furniture Restoration

!
Workshop

!
Junior Workshop

!
Machine Instruction & Maintenance

Workshop Schedule  
2018

Geelong

03 5223 1577



When a Staple Diet Becomes a Problem
Some clever minds have approached the issue of using the flooring  sheets 
donated by Colac-Otway Council to CWG and Colac Men’s Shed. The 
timber is a beautiful, fine grained maple, normally valued by woodworkers 
but it is attached to pine supports by numerous long staples which have 
proved to be extraordinarily difficult to remove. The Men’s Shed arrived at a 
workable solution partly by using their metalwork skills to add a custom jig 
to their workbench. Now Rod Menzies from CWG has approached the task 
by creating devices of a more portable nature. In typical fashion, Rod has 
taken things one step further by actually utilising the maple, transforming it 
into a smooth, elegantly shaped handle for his staple-removal lever.

Show & Tell
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Rod’s staple removal  tools and stands

Rod Menzies with his lever Staple-removal  lever 
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1300 551 810

P.O. Box 326 
Colac 3250 

Established 1980 

Affiliated with 
The Council of Victorian Woodworking Clubs 
Incorporated Reg No A00335645F

Be sure to visit the CWC website - lots 
of stuff of interest there. 

https://
www.councilwoodworkclubs.org
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