Marquetry
Matters
The Quarterly Newsletter of
The Marquetry Society of Victoria Inc. Reg. No. A0002470K ISSN 2207-5941
March

No. 246

2019

Editorial
I am afraid that I have been feeling that I’m running at half-speed since last July when my Wife Barbara
was diagnosed with a serious illness. Unfortunately the situation has worsened and the prognosis is not
good. But the show must go on! But for how long I am not sure.
Hope you enjoy this issue – as always contributions are invited via the three Cs (Criticism, Comment
and/or Contributions)!
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Got a Minute or Two (Designed to keep the members informed who are unable to get to the meetings)
There was no January meeting due to renovation work at the Community Centre – so no minutes!
As to February’s minutes, whilst showing 14 bits in and 5 bits out of correspondence, there were only a
few that I feel are worth recording here:
Expertise Events seem to be keeping us informed. As mentioned a while ago they concentrate on the
‘soft’ crafts and paper. If only we had more active members it would be good to investigate being part of
their action. In the meantime you can check them out at craftevents.com.au. Nevertheless, their
‘Exhibitips’ may well find its way into the next edition of MM. An interesting philosophy on exhibiting.
The Working With Wood show is to be no longer; it will be the Timber Tools and Artisan Show with the
bye-line Learn, Love, Create and, as such, the organisers’ plan to extend the show from purely
woodworking to a plethora of crafts. If they all partake it should be quite a show: Woodworking is joined
by Painting, Sculpting plus School Arts; Luthiering and Instrument Making; Air Brushing and Street Style
Art; Metal Sculpting; Glassblowing; Blacksmithing and Blade Smithing; Pottery/Ceramics; Coopering
and Leathercraft. What a line-up! Let’s hope that the strength of woodworking will not be diluted.
We have been invited to partake in the Whitehorse Manningham Libraries mentorship program,
particularly the Adult Learning Week 2019.
In 2019, the program is focussing on a ‘match-making’ program, where skilled individuals are paired up
with an interested participant. Our participation, as the ‘skilled individuals’, would be (minimum) one,
meeting with a participant to discuss the skill in question, any club of relevance, interest in the skill,
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a demonstration perhaps, etc.. The aim of the program being to match interested people with locals who
have a variety of skills - and provide them with:
1) a meeting of introduction to the skill of interest, and 2) an option to continue development of this
skills, whether that be: 2a) one-on-one mentoring as our schedules allow; 2b) an open workshop day for
all interested people, or 2c) invitation to established or paid club/classes.
Last year’s Skill-Share Fair was about exposure to the unique and interesting skills (and clubs that practise
them) in our local area. This year is about getting the public more involved, through a more one-on-one
approach.
Very much potential for our membership drive such as it is!
We received another reminder re the forthcoming A4 Arts event which we have regularly dismissed in the
past. I really think we should revisit this subject before the next one.
The Xmas Competition subject is ‘Sport’ (See page 7 for some preliminary ideas!).
Happenings / Shows
The Hand Tool Preservation Association of Australia Inc. hosts the next Hand Tool Market on 5th
October 2019.
Melbourne Craft & Quilt Fair July 25 – 28, Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre, South Wharf.
The 2019 Timber Tools and Artisan Show is scheduled to take place at the Melbourne Showgrounds
between 23rd and 25th August.
News from other Societies
The Marquetry Society
Continuing my ‘catch-up’ process on the recently received Marquetarians I have managed to look at the
first two of the last three received, namely No. 264 Autumn 2018 and 265 Winter 2018. No. 266 Spring
2019 will have to wait until next time. As usual, I am blown away by the photos of finished works by all
manner of people. What incredible quality is being produced these days.
As always the various exec. reports are interesting but, as I’ve mentioned before, I am a bit ‘time-poor’ so
will only highlight what I think are the most pertinent bits of the journals. You’ll just have to get them out
of the library to enjoy the full force of them all!
No. 264 Autumn 2018 has an inspiring article on the introduction of marquetry to the people of Bilbao in
the Basque Country of Spain. Susan Bart tells us that the locals really had hardly any idea about
marquetry until this year when the townhall of Bilbao offered two courses of marquetry as a cultural
activity. It would appear that Susan had 12 ‘students’ who have produced some amazing work which
appears to be as good as any anywhere. Congratulations Susan on promoting marquetry in that part of the
world. I wonder when we can expect to see examples on the MS website!
Then there is a fascinating article on the older times when natural colouring of wood veneers originated
from plants, bark and organic sources. The whole subject is described in detail including how to
reproduce colours from ‘modern’ ingredients. I challenge members to have a go!
David Walker’s article on Arthritis and Marquetry resonated with me as my hands both seem to be
heading that way! I really will have a go at the exercises described – another wonderful read!
There’s an interesting ‘tit-bit’ type of article describing the difference between shellac and cellulose as
sanding sealers. On the same page is Part 8 of Veneer Examples - Unusual Figuring which begs the same
question each edition: Where on earth would you get such exotic varieties?!
No. 265 Winter 2018 – Middleton Hall and Ghost – what a combination, but most interesting!
Otherwise, ‘Framing a Marquetry Picture’ is a good little article to have on file for reference.
We get a nice ‘rap’ along with the American Marquetarian in a piece entitled ‘Marquetry Magazines in
other Countries. Surely there must me more than three of us, though?!
The Swann Morton scalpel knife gets a ‘rap’ too. Wonderful to see that little knife still current in
marquetry circles. I’ve had mine for some 50 years!
Part 9 of Veneer Examples - Unusual Figuring continues to amaze me.
And all the usual finished pictures and decorated items – enough to blow your socks off!!
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Technical Notes
Not so much ‘Notes’ as a Technical Article!
The following is reproduced from the UK’s Marquetarian No. 238 of Spring, 2011. I have had it on file
waiting for a suitable opportunity to include it in our publication as I believe it has a lot going for it, not
only as a marquetry challenge but as an incentive to try a ‘board game’ again and get away from the telly!
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This Month’s Design
Some ideas to stimulate you into developing your design for the Xmas Competition – which is ‘Sport or
Sports’:
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MARQUETRY MATTERS

THE MARQUETRY SOCIETY OF VICTORIA
INC
The aim of our non-profit Society is to promote and
foster interest in the art and craft of marquetry.
Meetings are held at the
Box Hill Community Arts Centre,
Cnr. Combarton and Station Streets, Box Hill,
Melways 47 D11
on the fourth Saturday of the month, 12.30pm to
3.30pm with hands-on workshops on the second
Saturday of the month, same times.
Hands-on workshops are also held on Tuesday
afternoon of each week, 1pm to 3pm, at the
Scout Hall, Cnr. Edith Street and Heathmont Road,
Heathmont.
Melways 50-A11
Phone anyone to check times.

President Elsie Knaepple
11 Mullens Road
Vermont South, 3133
Phone 03 9802 1795
Secretary Charles Watt,
21 Hendra Grove,
Ringwood, 3134
Phone 03 9870 1612
Treasurer Greg Craig,
18A Irvine Street,
Mount Evelyn, 3796
Phone 03 9736 2836

INTERNET & EMAIL
www.MARQUETRYVIC.ORG.AU
secretary@marquetryvic.org.au

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY
Direct all enquires to the Secretary.
An annual membership fee of $40 and a
joining fee of $6 apply.

The Quarterly Newsletter of the
Marquetry Society of Victoria Inc.
Circulation 50
Editor

Dennis Southgate
C117/471 Maroondah Highway
Lilydale VIC 3140
Phone 03 9780 2317

Email: dennissouthgate@lvv.com.au

Deadline for copy is one month before the
distribution at the end of March, June,
September and December.
Other marquetry associations are welcome to
use this material provided credit is given to
author, source and issue number.

Other Elected Office Bearers
Vice President
Committee 1
Committee 2
Auditor
Distribution
Exhibitions
Historian
Librarian
BHCAC Rep.
CWC Rep.
Webmaster

Greg Battisson
Jan Slagter
John Higgins
TBA
Charles Watt
Charles Watt
Greg Battisson
Jan Slagter
Charles Watt
Chris Burch
Chris Burch

MEETING & WORKSHOP DATES
coming up
SATURDAY 12.30 to 3.30 P.M.
@ BOX HILL
Workshop 13th April
Meeting

27th April

Workshop 11th May
Meeting

25th May

Workshop 8th June
The Marquetry Society of Victoria
acknowledges the support of the City of
Whitehorse through its Community Grants
Programme.

Meeting

22nd June

Workshop 13th July
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