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Bunnings BBQ Sunday  12th May, 2019 8.30 a.m.to 4.00 p.m. 

Executive Meeting Tuesday 14th May, 2019 1.00 p.m. Workshop 

Monthly Meeting Tuesday 14th May, 2019 2.00 p.m. Workshop 

Karingal Pre-School Thursday 29th August, 2019 From 5.00 p.m. 

Christmas Party Thursday 12th December, 2019 Details to issue later 

Workshop Phone Number   0478 935 847 

 Patron Frank Future 
Executive 

President John Jeffress  4984 6540 
      0417 770 339 
Vice President Col Bridgeman 4981 3417 
 
Secretary Geoff McClelland 4981 1602  
 (secretary@pswoodworkers.com.au)  
Treasurer Bob Grant  0407 402 253 
 (treasurer@pswoodworkers.com.au) 
Elected Rep.1 Dave Bear  4982 7971 

Elected Rep 2  Ines Thomas  0416 199 551 
 (coordinator@pswoodworkers.com.au) 

Elected Rep 3 Stewart Upton 4981 0717  
 
Workshop Mgr. Geoff McClelland 4981 1602 

 
Maintenance George Falzon 4984 2475 
Managers Peter Thompson 4981 4781 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Librarian Colin Howard  0419 281 107 

“Woodnews” Ed. Bob Grant  0407 402 253 
 (robgrant1@iprimus.com.au) 

First Aid Officer Charlie Kuhn  4982 2689 

Welfare & Public 
Officer Bob Grant  0407 402 253 
Web Master  John Foster  4981 3486
 (web@pswoodworkers.com.au) 

We 
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Membership List as at 30/04/2019 (H= Honorary Member, L=Life Member) 
*110  Antcliffe   John   Colleen   4981 9928   6 Hanson Ave, Anna Bay. 2316  
*055 H  Audet   Phill   Dorothy   4981 2420   14 Leonard Ave, Shoal Bay. 2315  
*240 Bauer  Georg  Mary  0490 893 053  7/19 Kurrawa Close, Nelson Bay. 2315 
*095 Bear   Dave     0434 267 101  28 Compass Close, Salamander Bay. 2317  
*138  Beard   Allen   Nadia   4984 2050   15 Whiting Place, Corlette. 2315  
*043 L  Belcher   Ray   Meg   4932 2700   “Benhome”, 30 Regent St. Maitland.2320  
*203  Bonar   Tom   Roslyn   0407 277 493   7 Reflections Drive, One Mile. 2316  
*227` Brewer  Doug    4984 3366  1/4 Dalton Street, Nelson Bay. 2315 
*082  Bridgeman  Col   Clyne   4981 3417   14 Windward Close, Corlette. 2315  
*119  Brooks   Eric   Mari   4984 9279   2/204 Rocky Pt. Rd., Fingal Bay. 2315  
*176  Bryars   Keith   Caryl   0418 884 482   3/16 Thurlow Ave, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*182. Canivilo.  Francisco    4981 1147  8a Ketch Close, Corlette. 2315 
*150  Cannon   Warren   Lyn   0427 093 145   Villa 37, Fingal Haven, 44 Farm Rd, Fingal Bay.  
*239 Coates  Andrew  Rachel  0412 091 179  4181 Nelson Bay Road, Anna Bay.2316 
*045 H  Cox   Steve     4982 1807   40 Gan Gan Rd, Anna Bay. 2316  
*014 L  Crombie   Jim     0401 786 711   St Mary’s Villa, Darling Street, Dubbo. 2830 
*230  Cross   Gillian (Gidgie) 
*177  Cuffe   Steve   Ines (Thomas)  0422 410 107   9 Cromarty Road, Soldiers Point. 2315  
*217 Cumberland Greg  Diane  4981 3369  19 The Peninsula, Corlette. 2315 
*211  Delaney   Roger   Melanie   0423 588 232   105 Galoola Drive, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*168  Falzon   George   Paula   4984 2475   50 Boulder Bay Rd., Fingal Bay. 2315  
*245 Ford  Nathan  Mercedes  0400 6021 271  12 Armidale Ave, Nelson Bay. 2315 
*156  Foster   John   Yvonne   4981 3486   1/95 Shoal Bay Rd., Nelson Bay. 2315  
**113  Geale   Darcy   Robyn   4982 2780   56 Ocean Ave, Anna Bay. 2316  
*233 Gilmour  Toby  Helen  0414 642 100  62 Corrie Parade, Corlette. 2315 
*234 Gilmour  Helen  Toby  0414 886 162  62 Corrie Parade, Corlette. 2315 
*117  Grant   Bob   Nell   0407 402 253  Latitude One, 5 Reeve Parade, Anna Bay. 2316 
*148  Greiter   Dieter  Helga   4981 5996   12A Wallawa Rd, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*241  Hart  Rich  Ingrid  0491 073 790  59 Saratoga Ave. Corlette 2315  
*244 Harvey  Fred  Wendy  4981 6249  85 Rocky Point Road, Fingal Bay. 2315  
*118  Haynes   Peter   Gail   4981 9181   Latitude One, 7 Reeve Parade, Anna Bay. 2316  
*154  Henderson  Clarence     4982 6008   368 Marsh Road, Bobs Farm. 2316  
*175  Henderson  Frank   Metta   0434 645 348   368 Marsh Road, Bobs Farm. 2316  
*143  Henderson  Metta   Frank   4982 6008   368 Marsh Road, Bobs Farm. 2316  
*191  Howard   Colin   Mary   0419 281 167   2/174 Soldiers Point Road, Salamander Bay.  
*102  Howard   Rodney   Linda   4981 0334   46 Pacific Drive, Fingal Bay. 2315  
*116  Jeffress   John     4984 6540   7 Waratah Ave, Salamander Bay. 2317  
*120  Kuhn   Charlie   Robin   4982 2689   2/32 Ocean Ave, Anna Bay. 2316  
*166  Kuhn   Joel     0412 075 567   2/32 Ocean Ave, Anna Bay. 2316  
*189  Lambert   Jeff   Jill   0417 466 141   9 Reveal Cove, Corlette. 2315  
*209  Lawson   Jim   Tanya   0413 696 594   88 Tallean Road, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*194  Lawson   Laurie   Robyn   4984 7470   29/40 Horizons Drive, Salamander Bay. 2317  
*232 Lee  Peter  Sadie  0417 790 491  9 Sanderling Close, Salamander Bay. 2317 
*236 Lindsay  Barry  Millie  4024 2377  19/44 Farm Road, Fingal Bay. 2315 
*243 Lloyd  Tathra    0419 475 057  56d Salamander Way, Salamander Bay. 2317 
*153  Lollback   Len   Carol   4982 7505   30 Kestrel Ave, Salamander Bay. 2317  
*130  McClelland  Geoffrey   Marti   4981 1602   8 James Crescent, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*066  McIver   Ian   Phyllis   4984 9934   3A Wollomi Ave, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*242 Morrison  Scott  Claire  0439 947 034  4 Ullora Road, Nelson Bay. 2315 
*090  Miller   Graham   Elizabeth   4984 4510   17 Shimmer Street, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*246 Murdoch  Col  Pauline  0429 416 185  21 Vista Ave. Soldiers Point. 2317  
*206  Parrish   Bob   Pauline   0407 103 933   2/4 The Bridge, Corlette. 2315  
*222 Percy  Alwyn  Christine  4917 2127  27 Shores Close, Salamander Bay. 2317 
*091  Ramsey   Brian   Lorraine   4984 1714   85 Wallawa Rd, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*218 Richards  Ken  Sue  4981 3742  10 Whitesands Rd., Fingal Bay. 2315 
*190  Rigby   Roger   Carol   4981 5204   10 James Crescent, Nelson Bay, 2315  
*146  Rowlands   Taffy   Sheila   4984 6381   18/4 Muller Street, Salamander Bay, 2317 
*193  Runyard   Jerry   Jenny   0409 393 463   4/125 Soldiers Pt. Road, Soldiers Point. 2317  
*127  Rush   Vince   Margaret   4982 8521   660 Medowie Road, Medowie. 2318  

*137  Ryder   Rod   Andrea   0431 177 944.  121a/8 Government Rd, Shoal Bay. 2315  

*237 Seguin-Hold Merja (Kristina) Sukhpal  0466 660 767  44 Morna Point Road, Anna Bay. 2316 
*183  Sosso  Cody     0431 963 283   34 Saratoga Ave, Corlette. 2315  
*018 L  Sosso   Graeme   Vera   4981 2446   46 Squire St, Fingal Bay. 2315  
*208  Sosso   Peter   Teresa   4984 6936   34 Saratoga Ave, Corlette, 2315  
*238 Spiteri  Kyle    0407 674 250  20 Corella Street, Freshwater. 2096 
*247 Szmigielski Richard  Susan  0435 049 390  3 Pacific Ave, Anna Bay. 2316 
*087  Sturt   Chris   Chris   4024 2096   3 Mary St, Soldiers Point. 2317  
*171  Teasel   Peter   Alexis   4981 3823   1/61 Donald Street, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*161  Thomas   Ines   Steve   0416 199 551   9 Cromarty Road, Soldiers Point. 2315  
*099  Thompson  Peter   Cherie   4981 4781   80 Tomaree Rd, Shoal Bay. 2315  
*213. Tognon  Chris  Roz  0403 792 400  1/1 Randall Drive, Salamander Bay. 2317 
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*114  Townsend  Wal   Lillian   4984 9691   69a Harbourside Haven, Shoal Bay. 2315  
*129  Treble   Gordon   Lynne   4981 1170   10 Clipper Close, Corlette. 2315   
*199  Upton   Stewart   Dorothy   4981 0717   10 Armidale Avenue, Nelson Bay. 2315  
*000 H  Wells   Merlyn      
*207  Winslow   John   krystyna   4919 1522   22 Caledonia Close, Salamander Bay. 2317  

Total Members 76.   Names highlighted in Yellow                                  have a key to the workshop.   

 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF PORT STEPHENS COMMUNITY WOODWORKERS INC.  

Held in the workshop 9th April 2019 at 2.00 pm. 
PRESENT: - 20 members as per the Attendance Book 
APOLOGIES: - George Falzon, Taffy Rowlands, Allen Beard, Ian McIver, Dave Bear, Len Lollback,  
MINUTES: -Minutes of the 14 March 2019 as previously circulated. Moved Stewart Upton; Seconded Helen Gilmour.
 Carried 
MATTERS ARISING: - 
Dust extraction: - New System working. Peter Thompson 
New Lights for Lathes: - Vince Rush, $40.00 each, purchase 5, are clip-ons. 
Tip Fees: - Letter sent to Councillor Nell. Tipping Fees must be paid at Gate, Council can refund fees. Necessary 
information sent to John Nell on the 2nd April to activate. 
Club Equipment: - Clause 31 in the proposed Amended Constitution regarding excess Club Equipment. 
Asset register: - Geoff McClelland has a register for Hand Tools in Store and Machines in Workshop. Not completed. 
Members appointed to manage individual machines is valid as they are not Workshop Managers. 
Extra Fire extinguishers. According to an inspection by Fire Brigade with Robin Killen (Secretary Arts Centre) not 
necessary. She will contact Extinguisher Inspector for advice. 
Dust Extraction to Thicknesser (Precision Planer). Bags need emptying more often including the top Filter. Peter 
Thompson to investigate extra System. 
CORRESPONDENCE: - 
Inwards: - 
(1) Email from ‘Stronger Community Program’ Grant 3 and Grant 4 Finally approved 
(2) Letter from DPS Banners. Cost of Banner $202.50 + postage +GST, Valid 30 days 
(3) Newcastle Permanent. Account Balances, Club A/c $5,298.67, Building A/c $1,974.67  
(4) New Membership Applications: - Colin Murdoch and Richard Szmigielski. Approved  
Outwards: -  
(1) To President Art Centre, thanking them for supporting Shed Extensions. 
(2) Councillor John Nell Re. Dump fees 
(3) Chris Risby, Re Membership fees, No Response, Cancel Application. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: - Treasurer handed out copies of his report: -  
(1) Report adopted 
Moved Bob Grant; Seconded Geoff McClelland. Carried. 
(2) Accounts Paid 
Moved Bob Grant; Seconded Geoff McClelland. Carried 
REPORTS: - 
PRESIDENT No Report 
MACHINE MAINTENANCE: -  
No 2 Table Saw Dust Collection, fixed. Starting of Motor working. 
General Discussion on machine Maintenance and Repairs 
MOTION: - Prepare information sheets on Maintenance, Repair and Cleaning of all Workshop Machines. 
Moved Peter Thompson; Seconded Graham Miller. Carried 
SCHOOL PROJECTS: - Ines explained the need for building Stock for use later on in the year, Timber being used 
instead of MDF. Further items needed, - Tool Boxes 100, Jewellery/Trinket Boxes 70. 
WELFARE REPORT: - Les Grumsen, Very ill, In Mater Hospital. Re His Tools, Note dated 8th April 2019, signed by Les. 
GENERAL BUSINESS: - 
Bunnings Barbecue 12the May (Sunday Mother’s Day), Morning Rod Ryder, Helen Gilmour, John Jeffress, Col 
Bridgeman, Bob Grant. Afternoon Geoff McClelland, Bob Parrish John Jeffress, Col Bridgeman, Bob Grant 
Constitution review. Committee; - Roger Delaney, Bob Grant and Col Bridgeman. Roger gave a brief report of 
suggested changes. Review Committee: - Geoff McClelland Stewart Upton 
Workshop Manager. Motion: - Job Description for Workshop Manager and Deputy be prepared. Moved Roger 
Delaney; Seconded Helen Gilmour. Carried 
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Colin Howard: - Reported on the up and coming Sister City from Japan on the 25-27 October 2019. Council planning 
a series of events. Colin to investigate the possible involvement of a Woodworkers Display. 
Geoff McClelland reported on the miss use of the Precision Planer (thicknesser). Cutters turned 90 degrees anti clock 
wise. 3 broken cutters, 4 other cutters damaged, rusty screw found jammed in bottom roller. Cutters for this 
machine app $1,000. Double Sander was not used correctly, 3 belts broken which cost app $13.00 each 
Helen Gilmour reported the Council has $170,000 to “Kick-start” Community Projects. Club may not fit into 
categories listed. Helen said she would attend meeting on the 18th April 2019 at the Tomaree Library between 5.30 
and 6.30 pm 
Geoff McClelland reported Club Badges are available for Sale. 1 Badge $6.00, 2 Badges $10.00. Badges are Iron-on. 
RAFFLE: - Peter Thompson 
MEETING CLOSED: - 4.15 pm 
 
President                                                                 

 
 
 

➢ At left the picture shows 
the guards that have been 
erected in front of each lathe. 
The screens are made of 
Polycarbonate and are very 
strong and, therefore, safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

➢ The picture at right is of the remote control to switch on the Dust 
Extractor. Please return it to its correct place on the wall after use. 

 
 
 
 

TID BITS FROM THE SHED 
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➢ Above and left are 3 pictures of how the dust is 
collected from each lathe. The boxes are connected 
to the new Dust Extractor downstairs. The box at left 
is connected to the second lathe and services the 
first lathe as well. The other pictures show the front 
and back of the box that is attached to the other 
lathes. To operate, simply lift the lid and sweep your 
shavings into the box. The vacuum should do the 
rest. A big thankyou is due to Bob Parrish, Stewart 
Upton, George Falzon and Peter Thompson for their 
work in making all this happen. 
➢ The Club has had a visit from the Head of the 
Junior School at St Philips Christian College, Greg 
Allen, as a prelude to conducting School Projects at 
that school later in the year. Greg was very 
impressed with our workshop and our operation 
and we look forward to helping the School. This 

particular exercise will involve several trips to the school over a few weeks and we will be looking 
forward to a commitment from members when the time comes. 

➢ Ines Thomas advises that she has already a store of several items for our School Projects but still needs 
more before we can complete our commitments for the year. Attempts will be made to fill our stocks 
within the next couple of months to satisfy our requirements for later in the year. 

➢ The Club has given approval to purchase a new compressor and hose to cater for the extension to the 
workshop. Compressors are notoriously noisy but the proposed purchase is of a very quiet machine 
which will be sited downstairs. 

➢ Lights are to be purchased for each lathe so that our turners can see inside what they are turning. 
➢ Once again it is necessary to remind members that old hardwood is not to be used on our machines. 

Damage has been done to our thicknesser cutters and Geoff McClelland found a screw buried in one 
of the rollers inside the machine which indicates someone didn’t check their timber properly before it 
was dressed. Remember it costs over $1,000 to replace the cutters on this machine. 

➢ Whilst on the subject of machines, members are again reminded that the Twin Drum Sander is NOT 
to be used as a thicknesser. It is only to provide a final sand on timber that has already been reduced 
to its proper size. The rollers should also be cleaned after each use. If you don’t know how to do this 
ask the Duty Officer or someone who knows. The sandpaper for these rollers is very expensive so treat 
the machine with care. 

➢ Members are reminded that Iron-on badges are now available for your T shirts. The system is that you 
now purchase your own T shirt of a colour of your choice (Lowes at Salamander Bay Shopping Centre 
have some with pockets at very reasonable prices) and purchase an iron-on badge (supplies in the 
workshop) to identify you as a Port Stephens Community Woodworker. It would be good if all 
members could wear their T shirt when representing the Club at Bunnings BBQ’s, School Projects, etc. 
Badges sell for $6.00 for one and $10.00 for two. 

➢ Ines Thomas and Steve Cuffe are going away for three weeks and we wish them a great holiday and a 
safe return. 

➢ Two new members were approved for membership of the Club at this month’s meeting. They were 
Colin Murdoch and Richard Szmigielski. Please make them welcome when they attend the workshop 
for the first time. Colin attended our Monthly meeting on the 9th April and gave us the benefit of his 
knowledge on matters affecting the Constitution. Thankyou Colin for your input. 

➢ The funeral for Les Grumsen will take place next Tuesday Morning and it is expected that a large 
number of members will attend. The workshop will be closed as a mark of respect. 
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Our next Bunnings BBQ is on the 12th May (Mothers’ Day).  
Members who have indicated they can attend on the day are: - 
Morning session (8.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.) 
Col Bridgeman, Bob Grant, Rod Ryder, Helen Gilmour, John Jeffress. 
Afternoon Session (12.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.) 
Col Bridgeman, Bob Grant, Geoff McClelland, John Jeffress, Bob Parrish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

➢ Yours truly now has had the Vacuum pump removed from my foot. The wound continues to 
improve each week and is almost completely healed. I hope to be back in a proper shoe shortly. 

➢ Peter Lee is recovering well from his heart attack and has been given the okay from his specialist. 
He had a procedure on the 1st April to stop the heart and restart it again so that the correct rhythm 
could be restored. It’s good to see you up and about Peter. 

➢ Graham Miller has had surgery on his hand to repair a tendon problem. He is recovering slowly and 
needs to keep manipulating his hand to assist in the healing process. 
 

Please continue to let me know if any member or their family is ill or needs help in any way. 

 

 

 

 

As advised by email to members it is with the deepest regret that I confirm the passing of 
our esteemed Life Member, Les Grumsen, on Tuesday, 9th April, 2019. 
The inaugural meeting of our Club took place on September 12th 1995 and was attended by 
28 persons. Les was one of those inaugural members and was recorded as member number 
13. At the election of office bearers at that meeting, Les was elected in charge of catering.  
Les served the Club in a number of capacities over the 24 years and always gave his all. 
Members recall his skill in making Model Trucks and Bowls and his sausage sizzles at the 
Arts Centre were legendary. Les often acted as a liaison between our Club and the Arts 
Centre when relations between the two entities were not always as cordial as we would 
have liked. When necessary, Les always spoke up for us and his wisdom and integrity were 
well respected by all. 
In recognition of his services Les was made a Life Member of our Club on the 8th November, 
2016. 
Les will be sadly missed and we offer our condolences to all his family and friends. 
His funeral will be held at St. Michael’s Catholic Church on Tuesday, 16th April at 10.30 a.m. 
The Club will provide a Guard of Honour as a mark of our respect for Les. 
 

  

BUNNINGS BBQ 

Welfare Report – Bob Grant 

VALE – LES GRUMSEN 
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At left is a Document Box that Peter Haynes 
has made for his Grandson Joshua for his 18th 
Birthday. It is beautifully made and has a 
substantial locking mechanism to keep the 
documents safe and private. The piece of 
driftwood sitting on the top has nothing to do 

with the box – see enlargement. Note the figure of a man inside the hollow of the piece of wood. Well done Peter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above is a sailing Ship that Col Bridgeman has made. The hull was brought to Show & Tell previously as a 
work in progress. All the parts of the ship, including the sails, masts, rigging, pulleys, etc. were made by 
Col. It was a labour of love and took many months of work. The ship is housed in a glass case (Perspex) in 
Col’s home and is too big to take to the workshop for Show & Tell. Well done Col. A brilliant effort. Col 
made the model from a plan written in Italian and he needed some help in translation occasionally.  
  

SHOW & TELL 
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At left are two tables made by 
Francisco Canivilo. The timbers 
used for the tops comes from 
scrap found in the workshop. 
The legs on the table on the 
right comes from another table 
but fit in very well with the 
new top. 
 The workmanship is very good 
and we congratulate you 
Francisco for 2 jobs well done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At left are 2 bowls made by Bob Parish. 
The timber is Norfolk Island Pine and the 
bowls will be finished off with shellac. 
They look good Bob. Well done. 

 
At left and above right is a Band Saw Box made by Col Bridgeman. 
It is, in fact, a series of boxes which can be opened out to reveal 
the insides. It is finished with Shellac and once again reveals Col’s 
ability to produce something different. Well done Col. 
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At left is a Japanese style Jewellery Box 
produce by Colin Howard. The box is 
made from Cedar and is for his 
granddaughter Lucy for her 18th 
Birthday. I’m sure she will like it Col as 
it is beautifully made and really looks 
the goods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
President John Jeffress is the proud producer of this 
Computer Cabinet. John’s existing arrangement has his 
computer upstairs which is inconvenient so this will 
enable him to move it downstairs into a new home. No 
excuses in the future for not reading your emails John. 
The cabinet is made from Tassie Oak and demonstrates 
John’s skill in making furniture. Well done John. 
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Roger was born in London in 1945, just after the end of WWII. He went to 
the local primary school, then to Brockley County Grammar School and 
then on to London University where he did an Honours degree in 
Mathematics. He spent his vacation time hitch-hiking around Europe and 
has visited most countries there. On graduation, he applied for two jobs, 
one as a computer programmer and one as an accountant and was 
accepted as a computer programmer with Watney Mann, the brewery. 
Free beer at lunchtime! Several jobs followed including Arthur Andersen 
the big American accounting firm, where he was sent to Birmingham, as a 
“consultant”. This was where the Indian and Pakistani immigrants settled 
and, as a result, he developed a love of curries. 
His last job in the UK was with Levi Strauss, the jeans company, where he 
installed retail distribution systems. Success in this area saw him 
transferred to Levi’s in Amsterdam, where he worked for two years implementing a national distribution system there. 
Having learned German at school, Dutch was fairly easy to pick up and with a few Heinekens, he became fairly fluent. 
When that job finished in 1974, Roger, then aged 29, decided to do something different and joined a group of ten 
people travelling overland from London to Nepal in two Ford Transit vans. He travelled through many countries, some 
of which are now closed, including Bulgaria, Syria, Lebanon, Israel (Jerusalem) and Jordan. Saddam Hussein had just 
closed Iraq, so he went back up through the wild and remote eastern Turkey, then across into Iran, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, India, Kashmir and Nepal. 
His companions on the trip were mostly Australian and they persuaded him to change his return air ticket to London, 
for one to Sydney, which he did. He arrived in Sydney on Boxing Day 1974. As a Pom he had all the rights of an Australian 
citizen but under Gough Whitlam, all that would change on 1st January 1975! 
His first task was to sign on for the dole and his second to visit Levi Strauss in North Sydney and get some references. 
He was introduced to the Computer Manager, a young lady by the name of Melanie who is now his wife! She was also 
a Pom and had arrived in Sydney in 1972. Within three weeks he had six job offers. It was utopia compared to the UK 
and there was never a moment when he considered returning home. 
His first job was with Fujitsu Computers and then W R Carpenter, the island traders. As IT manager, he installed many 
systems, initially accounting. Not understanding accounting, his Manager offered him company support to do a 
Master’s Degree in Commerce, an offer he took up, graduating from UNSW in 1982. He followed an accounting stream, 
did a professional year and became a qualified CPA, finally realising that accounting was really pretty simple stuff! 
Having established systems in Australia, W R Carpenter turned to Fiji and PNG and Roger spent much time in both 
locations installing, accounting, distribution and retail systems in Suva and Port Moresby. 
WR Carpenter was taken over by Griffin Coal, owned by the entrepreneur Ric Stowe, a friend of Alan Bond and Laurie 
Connell. Ric Stowe made Roger head of IT for the whole group, which then included East West Airlines, SkyWest 
Airlines, Griffin Coal and an earthmoving business in Hawaii. They were chaotic and scary (rather than exciting) times. 
The Hawaii business never made a profit because all the senior executives wanted to visit and of course, Roger needed 
to evaluate their IT systems. The crunch came in 1984 when he was scheduled to go to Perth on the due date for his 
second child and so ended a very interesting period. 
In 1986, he moved to Qantas, as IT Director of Qantas Jetabout Holidays, then ORIX Australia Fleet Management and 
lastly with Capital Finance. Capital Finance were taken over by Bankwest and the computer operations were integrated 
into Bankwest. There were four CIOs (Chief Information Officers), for Retail Banking, Business Banking, Asset Finance 
and “Others”. Roger was given the CIO role in the others group which comprised Wealth Management, Insurance and 
the Bank of Scotland. He retired from Bankwest in 2008. Looking back, he says there was never a dull moment and it 
was the best career decision that he never made! Melanie retired at the same time and together they spent the next 
five winters travelling the outback in their 4WD and camper trailer. 
Roger and Melanie had bought a weatherboard holiday house in Shoal Bay in 1977, so consider themselves “locals”. 
Melanie moved from IT to Horticulture where she ran her own business. She’s a member of the Arts Centre, is Group 
Leader for Spinning and Weaving and belongs to the Bonsai Group. They have three children: Tory, Katie and Nick, 
along with 4 grandchildren, who they visit in Sydney, usually every fortnight. Roger first did woodwork at school. He 
has always done home maintenance as a hobby and has a fairly well-equipped workshop. He spent two years working 
part time in the tool shop at Bunnings in Chatswood. He played rugby at high school, soccer at university and 
competition squash in Sydney. Editor. Thanks, Roger, for a great story of your life. Members please read. 

MEMBER PROFILE – ROGER DELANEY 
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The Hairdresser 
A woman was at her hairdresser's getting her hair styled for a trip to Rome with her husband. 
She mentioned the trip to the hairdresser, who responded:" Rome? Why would anyone want to go there? It's 
crowded and dirty. You're crazy to go to Rome. So, how are you getting there?" 
"We're taking Continental," was the reply. "We got a great rate!" 
"Continental?" exclaimed the hairdresser. "That's a terrible airline. Their planes are old, their flight attendants are 
ugly, and they're always late. So, where are you staying in Rome?" 
"We'll be at this exclusive little place over on Rome's Tiber River called Teste." 
"Don't go any further. I know that place. Everybody thinks it’s going to be something special and exclusive, but it's 
really a dump." 
"We're going to go to see the Vatican and maybe get to see the Pope." 
"That's rich," laughed the hairdresser. "You and a million other people trying to see him. He'll look the size of an ant. 
Boy, good luck on this lousy trip of yours. You're going to need it." 

A month later, the woman again came in for a hairdo. The hairdresser asked her about her trip to Rome. 
"It was wonderful," explained the woman, "not only were we on time in one of Continental's brand-new planes, but 
it was overbooked, and they bumped us up to first class. The food and wine were wonderful, and I had a handsome 
28-year-old steward who waited on me hand and foot. And the hotel was great! They'd just finished a $5 million 
remodeling job, and now it's a jewel, the finest hotel in the city. They, too, were overbooked, so they apologized and 
gave us their owner's suite at no extra charge!" 
"Well," muttered the hairdresser, "that's all well and good, but I know you didn't get to see the Pope." 

"Actually, we were quite lucky, because as we toured the Vatican, a Swiss Guard tapped me on the shoulder, and 
explained that the Pope likes to meet some of the visitors, and if I'd be so kind as to step into his private room and 
wait, the Pope would personally greet me. Sure enough, five minutes later, the Pope walked through the door and 
shook my hand! I knelt down and he spoke a few words to me." 
"Oh, really! What'd he say? 

He said: "Who messed up your hair?" 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Gentle Thoughts for Today - 
Birds of a feather flock together . . .and then crap on your car. 
 

A penny saved is a government oversight. 
 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a replacement. 
 

He who hesitates is probably right. 
 

If you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind to blame. 
 

The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he can tell when he's really in trouble. 
 

Did you ever notice: When you put the 2 words 'The' and 'IRS' together it spells 'Theirs...' 
 

Aging: Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start bragging about it. 
 

When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to your youth, think of Algebra. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Tie 
The other day, I went to this bar that I have been frequenting for a number of years and I was stopped at the door. The 
guy said he couldn't let me in. 
When I asked why, he said the bar had changed owners and they now required that the gentlemen customers be wearing 
a tie. 
After a few minutes of arguing, I realized that I needed to get a tie. I went back to my car and looked in the glove box and a 
bag of dirty laundry in the back seat - no tie. 
I checked under the seats and finally I looked in the trunk ... all I could see was a pair of jumper cables. I thought, "What 
the heck". 
I tied the jumper cables around my neck and headed back to the bar. When I meet the guy at the door, I asked him, "OK - 
how's this?" 
He says, "Well ... I guess that's OK - BUT DON'T START ANYTHING!" 

Bob Grant 
Editor 0407 402 253   

TALES OF THE MONTH 



  Page 12 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................  

Some More Quotes  
 

Giving money and power to government is like giving whiskey and car keys to teenage boys. 
Mark Twain (1866)  

Talk is cheap...except when government does it.  
Anonymous  

The government is like a baby's alimentary canal, with a happy appetite at one end and no responsibility at the 
other.  

Ronald Reagan  
The only difference between a tax man and a taxidermist is that the taxidermist leaves the skin.  

Mark Twain  
A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have.  

Thomas Jefferson  
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