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Items of interest are welcome for the newsletter.  
The Story of another hobby you enjoy.  

Items for sale. 
 Photo and article about a project you have made. 

Your Own Story. 
 

Club Meeting to be held on 15th of February 2025 at 9:00 AM in our new home at 19 
Harding St Coburg. 

 

Pens For The Troops (P4TTs). 
  
Back in 2007 a group of pen turners in Australia discussed 
the idea of making pens and sending them to our Australian 
troops based overseas – a bit of a thank-you for their service 
whilst they were away from family and friends from 
extended periods of time. An email to known pen turners was 
sent out and the response was overwhelmingly positive. 
Bruce Sanders has been the main co-ordinator for the 
majority of that time. Bruce co-ordinates the collection and 
distribution of these handmade pens twice a year for ANZAC 
Day and Remembrance Day. 
  
I had done quite well in selling my handmade pens at markets 
and wanted to give something back to the community. In the 
CWC Newsletter back in 2019 I read about P4TTs project 



and it ticked all the boxes for me especially as it meant I could use the products of my new found 
passion – making pens. After getting involved I became an assistant co-ordinator and promoted the 
project amongst the woodturning clubs around Melbourne. I also managed to convince some Wood 
turning suppliers and RSLs to donate some money/or pen kits which were distributed amongst pen 
turners I knew and into those clubs. Over the last few years, I have also purchased pen kits and put 
together P4TT packs to sell at a discount to willing pen turners to help make some pens for the troops. 
  
In the last 18 years a total of over 10,000 pens have been distributed on ANZAC Day and 
Remembrance Day to our Australian troops.  
  
I have just managed to get sponsors for a further 340 pen kits and have started to distribute them 
amongst pen turners I know and to some local clubs. 
  
The NWC will dedicate the session on Tuesday 25 February and Wednesday 26 February to make as 
many pens as we can for the ANZAC Day 2025 distribution. I have set a challenging target of 100 
pens but have kick started that with making 25 already and I will continue to add to that over the 
coming weeks. All kits (Slimline kits) and wood will be supplied and I will offer assistance if 
required. I will precut some blanks and maybe drill and glue the tubes in to help streamline the 
process. All we need is some wood turners to help out. Quite a few members have already indicated 
a willingness to help and some have already collected some kits. 
  

I like to Aussie my pens up by using 
Aussie woods or writing an Aussie 
theme on them, eg. Australian 
mountains 
  
If you would like to be involved or 
have any questions about the 
project or about our project days in 
February please give me a call or 
see me at a Wednesday session. 
  
Peter Lucas 
Treasurer 
M: 0457 683 429 

 
Calendar for Northern Woodturners 2025 

This is the calendar for our club. We would like suggestions for activities after our monthly meeting 
and themes for the meeting. Your input could help someone else develop their skills or broaden 
their knowledge. 

 
Please send your suggestions to Beryl at secretary@northernwoodturners.org.au  
 

Month Date Event 
Jan Sun 11, 19 MCS Working bee 
 Sat 18 NWT meeting 9 am. Committee meeting 11.30 am 
 Tues 21 MCS opens for 2025 
Feb Sun 2 Merri Community Shed Market 11-3 - cancelled 
 Sat 15 NWT meeting 9 am 
 Sun 16 Merri Community Shed Market 11-3 



 Tue 25 Pens for the Troops  
 Wed 26 Pens for the Troops 
Mar Sat 15 NWT meeting 9 am 
Apr  Sat 12 NWT meeting 9 am (usual 3rd Saturday is in Easter) 
May Sun 4 Merri Community Shed Market 11-3 
 Sat 17 NWT meeting 9 am 
June Sat 21 NWT meeting 9 am 
July  Sat 19 AGM, NWT meeting 
Aug Sat 16 NWT meeting 
 Sun 31 Merri Community Shed Market 11-3 
Sept Sat 20 NWT meeting 9 am 
Oct  Sat 18 NWT meeting 
Nov Sat 15 NWT meeting 
 ? Christmas Lunch 
 Sun 30 Merri Community Shed Market 11-3 
Dec   

 
Suggestions for Activities after NWT meetings/themes for Show and Tell: 
 
• Decorative	finishes:	Knurling	tools,	carving	etc.	
• Resin:	applications,	techniques,	products	
• Pyrography	
• Carving	
• Turning	tools:	identification,	making	the	most	of	them	
 

Jacob’s Chuck, 1902 
 
The Patent for the Jacob’s Chuck was applied for 
on September 16th 1902 by Arthur Irving Jacob. 
He was inspired to develop a better chuck because 
of injuries that others designs were causing. 
 
The Patent for the Jacob’s was applied for in 
September 16 1902 by Arthur Irving Jacob.  
 
Going back to 1889 an Electrical Engineer from 
Scotland came to Melbourne to work for the 
Union Electric Company. Arthur James Arnot. 
His job was the laying out the power grid and the 
design for the city of Melbourne and construction 
of the Spencer Street Power station. 
 
That same year, he was awarded the patent for the 
electric drill. He had spent time working part time 
at an electrical company in Glasgow while 
studying, so he had skills and knowledge of 
electricity needed to create his invention with 
colleague William Blanch Brain. 



The drill designed by Arnot wasn’t the same as the electric drill you find in your toolbox these days 
- his was specifically designed to drill rock and coal, and as such needed to be relatively large to be 
affective. 
 
 
In 1895, the German engineering company of C & E 
Fein combined the power of an electric motor with a 
manual drill to develop the world’s very first power 
tool. 
 
The heavy drill, which weighed 16.5 pounds, was 
powered by a large but relatively weak DC electric 
motor that didn’t turn very fast. To use the drill, the 
operator had to use both hands, grab it by two handles 
opposite the motor and lean against a chest plate at 
the back of the drill to help press it into the work 
surface. The world's first power tool may seem 
unwieldy and unproductive by modern design by 
modern standards, but it would be another 20 years 
before someone improved upon the design. 
 
In 1910 Black and Decker were founded by S Duncan Black and Alonzo G Decker.  In 1917 they 
took out a patent for a hand drill combining a pistol grip and a trigger switch.  The Black & Decker 
drill was not only lighter, but it used a more powerful motor and could be operated by one person, 
two critical features missing from C & E Fein's original electric drill.  After that, the power tool 
industry was off and running Black & Decker was soon followed by new companies with new kinds 
of power tools. 
 
A new era of human productivity was born. 
 
 
 

Show and Tell 

 
 
Peter Lucas has made this rollerball pen from a Banksia 
Hairy Pod for an upcoming wedding.  The finish is CA. 
 

 
 
Lionel Hart has remounted and refinished this Oak and 
Blackwood platter. 



 

 
 
Lionel Hart has made the pepper grinders on the left. 
The wood is Blackwood and Elm and the finish is Nitro. 
 
The square bowl is cedar palings. 
 
The segmented pumpkin is Blackwood and Oregon.  

 

Gordon Watt has made this shallow bowl from 
Pine.  The needle case is Myrtle. Both have been 
finished with lacquer. 

 
 
 
Peter Fisher has made this lidded box and square bowl. 
The wood is unknown however the finish is Bees Wax. 

 

Session Times 
Our weekly hands-on session times are: 

Wednesday, 7:00 am – Noon 
 

Monthly Meeting on the third Saturday of the Month, 9:00 am.   
Except December. 

 



We can also access the Merri Community Shed when they are open. 
Sunday 9am – 1pm 
Tuesday 5pm – 9pm 
Thursday 9am – 1pm 

 
We appreciate the opportunity from Bunnings to raise funds at their stores. 

   They support us so please support them. 
 


