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With CWG still without a home of its own, with the new shed unfinished and with the 
Guild busy on so many fronts, things were looking bleak in the War Room.

In the circumstances, a bold new plan was required. For a whole month everything 
else would be put aside and all efforts would be directed towards finishing the shed. 
This was to be The Great January Advance of 2018.

The January Advance
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President’s Report

The Showgrounds - The new shed’s office and toilet have been painted and their doors 
fitted. Thanks to Carl, the tiled toilet floor is almost complete. The sewerage line has been 
finished and the toilet connected. Thanks to Rod, power for the toilet, office and exit signs is 
well under way. The concrete access ramps to the personal entry-doors have been 
constructed and, thanks to the P& A Society, the gravel in the parking area has been 
delivered and laid.  

The Western Front (Norm Tann’s Colac West shed) - The timber supplied by Bill McGeary 
has been turned into skirting boards due to the efforts of Cliff and Kathleen. Colin Neal is the 
officer in charge of constructing new work benches for the new shed. Several members have 
assisted him in this operation. We have reached the stage where our new building is well on 
the way and our current premises  are clean and tidy. 

The Home Front & The Big Picture - Thanks to everyone who has worked for the club during 
the past month. A big thank you too to our Newsletter sponsors who have supported our 
publication for the past year. Their contribution benefits all our members. Similarly, I would 
like to thank the members for their support of those same businesses. The article featuring 
our Stefan in the Colac Herald and the more recent, general article on the Guild were great 
advertisements for the Woodies. Definitely, things are looking promising. As far as the new 
shed is concerned, January has involved major advances on all fronts.  

But while we are winning the battles, we must remember that the the war is still to be 
won.                                     

Norm McGeary
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In the Workshop
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Don’t Forget! 

Geelong Bus Trip 
March 6th

Add your name to the list on the shed table. Cost $25. 
Visiting Carroll’s Woodworking Supplies, U-Beat Polishes, 
All-Tools and some 2nd hand and bric-a-brac businesses. 
Lunch at the Valley Inn, North Geelong.
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***  Working With Children 

A General Meeting for all club members will be held on Tuesday 13 February at 1 pm, 
following our usual BBQ lunch. An important item that we need to discuss is our policy for 
working with children. Every community group that wants to include children [that is, anyone 
under the age of 17 years]   needs to have such a policy to protect children who may attend 
their activities. This is also to protect groups and their members. 

The policy guidelines say that all volunteers and members who are engaged in any programs 
and activities involving children are required to complete a Working with Children Check. 
Persons who have a record for a relevant criminal offence (e.g. sex, drug and/or violent offence 
and regardless of the court outcome) will be prohibited from working with children. 

A key question for us to discuss - Should every club member be required to get a Working with 
Children check, or only those members involved in the Juniors program or activities for 
children that we might hold in the future? 

If it's every member, we should be aware that a certain percentage of them may be rejected 
because of past events. If it's only those involved in children's programs, we will have to strictly 
enforce a rule that no member without the check may enter the workshop during that activity.  

Please think about this. Our work with children, especially the after school Juniors Program, is 
really important and so too are the rights of all members. 

Margot Fitzpatrick

COLAC 
Partner 31

5231 5811

Date/s Club Dates General

Feb 13 General Meeting of Members 
(See below ***)

Mar 6 Geelong Bus Trip

Diary Dates 2018
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Jeff Arnold’s Wine Barrel Table

Description - I started with a used French Oak wine barrel and a 3 metre piece of River Sheoak. I 
took the barrel apart, reinforced each strip with stainless screws, stained the wood and painted the 
bands black (3 coats). All the oak was quarter sawed and well seasoned. The handles either side are 
cast iron door knockers. The River Sheoak top, which has a wonderful grain pattern, holds 12 bottles 
of wine. The centre hub is also River Sheoak. The glass is 6 mm toughened with ground edges. 

Items used - 48 dominoes, 200 stainless screws, 10 brass brackets (hand shaped), 1 tin of silver 
undercoat, 1 tin Professional black, 1 tin of oak stain, 2 cast iron door knockers and strikers, 3 coats 
of Osmo Gloss Oil (Osmo Oil can be purchased from Carroll’s Woodcraft Supplies). 

Due to continuing health problems, it took much longer to make than I had originally planned but, 
thanks to Colin Neal’s encouragement, I finally finished it a week ago. As this was a “one-off”, I had 
no plans to follow, so I made it up as I went along. 

Jeff Arnold
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 Ten Golden Rules of Workplace Safety 

  1. Everyone is responsible for their own safety & the safety of others. 

  2. All accidents are preventable. 

  3. Follow our Guild’s Rules, Policies & Procedures. 

  4. Stop and think, assess the risks. 

  5. Be proactive about safety. 

  6. If you’re not qualified, then don’t do it without supervision. 

  7. Wear your PPE. 

  8. Don’t take shortcuts. 

  9. Be prepared, think it through. 

10. Practice good housekeeping.

Do you have any suggestions for, or improvements to, Cliff’s Health 
& Safety discussion paper, “Ten Golden Rules of Workplace 
Safety”?  Any comments, good or bad, would be appreciated.

Health & Safety
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At The New Shed
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Activity Co-ordinator Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

Norm Griffiths 
0408 950 394

9 am

Rod Menzies 
0419 575 518

9 am

Kathleen Harkins 
0419 017 299

1 pm

Margot Fitzpatrick 
0424 478 691

1 pm

David McKenzie 
5231 5916

9 am

Norm Griffiths 
0408 950 394

3.30 pm

Cliff Tann 
5231 6706

9.30 am

!
Basic Woodturning

!
Workshop

!
Jewellery

!
Furniture Restoration

!
Workshop

!
Junior Workshop

! Machine Instruction & Maintenance

WORKSHOP ACTIVITIES 
2018

Geelong
03 5223 1577
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From The Trenches

A Birthday At The Front

With the aid of Margot Fitzpatrick, Norm Griffiths shares his birthday rations with his compatriots.

-     “Yeah, offensive all right. The pay’s lousy.” 

-     “But it’s all for a good cause. It’ll be worth it in the end.” 

-     “It’s fine - a lot of work - but we don’t have to make any decisions. They just point us in the  
       right direction and say, ‘jump’.” 

-     “And we say, ‘How high?’.”

When asked what they thought about the great January offensive, the foot soldiers above 
variously replied -

Guess who said what?



Committee of Management

President 
Norm McGeary 
normmcgeary@bigpond.com 
5231 2368  

Vice-President 
Rod Menzies 
rrws@bigpond.com 
0419 575 518  

Secretary 
Margot Fitzpatrick 
margotfitzpatrick@msn.com 
5232 1124  

Treasurer 
Kathleen Harkins 
kmbharkins@gmail.com 
0490 017 299 

Committee Member 
Carl Karacsay 
karacsayfurnishings@gmail.com 
5233 8369  

Committee Member 
Kerryn Turner 
kerryn444@yahoo.com.au 
0439 615 882

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP
FOR ALL YOUR WOODCRAFT 

SUPPLIES
03 5243 0522

CWS
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mailto:rrws@bigpond.com
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P.O. Box 
Colac 3250 

Established 1980 

Be sure to visit the new CWC 
website - lots of stuff of interest 

there. 

https://
www.councilwoodworkclubs.org

Newsletter submissions,  
suggestions, queries 

Contact 
Peter Cross 

harcrosses@gmail.com 

1300 551 810
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Affiliated with 
The Council of Victorian Woodworking Clubs 

Incorporated Reg No A00335645F


