
Woodies News is an opportunity for members to share any news, informa on, 
photos or stories that may be of interest to other members. Show and Tell.  

Polishing ps. Timber finishes. A calendar of events.  Upcoming events which 
may be interes ng for others to a end. Anything you want to share. 

Aside from the President’s report and Mee ng minutes, Member contribu ons 
will be ‘Woodies News’. 

Don’t be shy, get your photos, interest items & snippets of informa on in for 
publica on!  

Email: woodiesnews1@gmail.com  

Woodies News  

Welcome to Woodies News 2nd edi on May 2023 
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What’s Inside 

Congratulations 
                     to John Schonfelder 

About the Guild 
The Guild is a non-profit organisa on established to fos‐
ter an apprecia on of wood and all aspects of working 
with wood.  
The Purpose of the Guild is to: 
¨ foster and promote the apprecia on of wood and all      

aspects of woodworking, 
¨  provide a mee ng place for members,  
¨ encourage the exchange of ideas between members 

and other woodworking clubs,  
¨ provide books and magazines and videos for the pro‐

mo on of woodworking,  
¨ provide equipment to improve the skills of wood‐

working,  
¨ conduct displays and demonstra ons so as to bring 

woodworking to the public, and  
¨ encourage social interac on between members.  

h ps://ballaratwoodies.org.au/ 
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1st PLACE 

at the  

Australian Scroll Saw Network 
biannual 

AUSTRALIAN EXHIBITION at 
HAWKESBURY 20-21 May 2023 

 

John’s winning masterpiece 

Membership Fees are Now Due 



Outgoing President’s Report - May 2023 

 
Hi Folks 
 
This past 12 months has been a difficult year in some ways. We, like the en re world, are finally coming to 
terms with Covid-19, and although it is s ll out there infec ng people, we are behaving in the main as if it is no 
problem. Quite a few of our members are of the age where it could s ll cause some real problems but seem 
more at ease with our choices. 
 
At the Guild, we have shown resilience to other world problems such as the economic turndown. Our coffers 
are s ll healthy, we have all the equipment that s ll makes us the envy of most other clubs, and no debt. The 
biggest drain on our finances is s ll the cost of electricity, a problem which will never go away un l we can 
change our supply. I have wri en to the Council to seek an answer to our problem. The ques on asks if we can 
fit solar panels to the roof of the guild buildings. If the answer is yes, and as the guild is open mostly only 
during the daylight hours, we may be able to find a massive drop in the electricity bill. There is a precedent as 
the largest of the hangars at the airport has a host of panels on its roof. 
 
Once again we lost friends who passed away during this past year, and whilst they are gone, they will forever 
be remembered and spoken about over a cuppa.  
 
As our older members slow down, I am pleased to see a new crop of younger members being drawn to the 
guild.  I ask that our senior members take them under their wings and help them to become the best they can 
and offer real assistance. Pass on your exper se and knowledge so that it doesn’t become lost. We all started 
off without exper se and received help to get to where we are today. I can remember vividly the members 
who helped me on my journey, short as it is. 
 
I would like to thank those who helped me during the past year. Vice President Darren Kelly has been able to 
provide sage advice as and when required and for that I am apprecia ve. I would also like to thank him for 
standing in for me for a month while I went overseas.  
 
Secretary Erika has been excep onally busy doing the “That’s the Secretaries job” du es. She con nually bites 
off more than she can chew and then chews it. I am reminded of the old adage that if you want something 
done, give it to a busy woman. Having said that, I understand how much more difficult my job would have 
been without her valuable assistance. Thank you so much.  
 
Our treasurer Deb has also done a fabulous job with the books. She keeps a close eye on the purse and is a 
real asset to the guild in that posi on. 
 
To all other Commi ee members and posi on holders, I would like to thank you for your efforts to keep the 
club opera ng with minimal impact to members. 
 
To the incoming President, office bearers and commi ee members, I wish you all well with the year ahead. 
I have been honoured to have been the president of the Guild, a job that has given me a great sense of pride. 
I have enjoyed working for and with you all and thank you most sincerely for that privilege. 
 
David Izard.  
President, Ballarat Woodworkers Guild. 



A Message from the New President - May 2023 
 
For the members that don’t know, I am Darren Kelly, I was the president of the woodies 18 years ago 
and have been a member for over 25 years. 
 

I would like to thank the past president David Izard and the rest of the outgoing commi ee for their 
work over the past year. 
 

I look forward to working with the new commi ee. I would like to ask the members to be respec ul of 
all other members at all mes. 
 

Please feel free to ask ques ons of other members you may be surprised at the amount of knowledge 
that they have and will usually be glad to pass it on and help you. 
 

Please remember that we are a woodworking guild, and we are here to try and learn from each other.  
 

Please enjoy the facili es that we currently have, next year will be the 40th anniversary of the club, if you 
have any sugges ons for a celebra on let me know. 
 
Darren Kelly  

Happenings @ Woodies 

Members hard at work on the replica  aeroplane for the avia on museum. 
Mar n Mi ag, Dave Ludbrook, Ross Holst and David Smith 

Replica Aeroplane 

Membership Fees are Now Due 



Show & Tell 

Karter Aver 

Richard Aver 

Happenings @ Woodies 



Happenings @ Woodies 

Ron Clarke 

Dawn Barrows 

Show & Tell 



Informa on/Training Session—Ross Holst 

 
Ross Holst informa on/training session held on Saturday 25 May had a good turnout with interested members 
keen to hear Ross impart some of his treasure chest of knowledge and experience in woodturning. 
 

Another interes ng interac ve session with Ross, learning about moun ng a bowl blank ready for turning. 

Happenings @ Woodies 



BWG Monthly Mee ng: Minutes for May 1st, 2023 
 
Present and apologies as per book. 
 
Welfare report:  Brian Rickard fell and hurt his leg. 

President’s report: As per newsle er 

Treasurer’s report: Read by Deb Bourke, moved by Kerry Pask and seconded by Ross Holst. 

Previous minutes: Read by Erika Pugh, moved by Ross Holst and seconded by Chris Pearce. 

Business arising from previous minutes:  

Noel Arnold is in charge of any working bees and will enlist help from our “FOG” list (friends of guild). 

Correspondence: A condolence card was sent to Frank Thomas’s wife. A grant acqui al was finalised. We received 
the renewal of our property insurance no ce. We contacted council about the possibility of pu ng solar panels 
on our roof. Moved by Chris Pearse and 2nd by Keith Moss. 
 
Club Ac vity reports: 
1. CWC: 55 people a ended the Ararat U-turn. Their raffle raised $1,500 which was donated to cancer council. 
Sunbury’s club has photos on their Facebook page. The CWC AGM will be held at our club on the 6th of August. 
The Halls Gap caravan weekend is on November 11th-12th. Next years U-turn will be held on May 3rs-6th. The 
Melbourne Wood Show will be on the 11th-13th August. CW will have a stand where members can sell their items 
at a 10% commission.  Bendigo has offered to slab some wood for us with their Lucas mill in thanks for the toy 
items we gave them. 
2. Toys: Due to the lack of people coming out to toy making day, it will now be on alternate Tuesdays to the 
Plane making day. It will s ll be 10-3pm, b.y.o lunch. 
3. Scrollers: We have more scroll saws than ever before, and we have set up a pyrography corner at the end of 
the bench. The new scroll room is a delight to work in. We have scroll saw blades available for sale in the shop at 
$7 for 12 blades. A big thanks to Kevin Veitch for pain ng the window frames blue in the scroll room. He has also 
painted the windows in the tearoom. 
4. Furniture Group:  The furniture group have a couple of honour boards to make and have been asked to make 
a decora ve house trim for a house that’s being restored. 

 
New Business: 
1. David Izard contacted council about pu ng solar panels on our roof.  The man will come and look to see if our 
building would be able to support panels. If he agrees to us ge ng them, we will look into any government grants 
that may be available to us. 
2. Chris Pearce said that he has seen Bartle s new board room table (they gave us their old one) and he said 
that ours is nicer.  
3. Grant said that Colin Morell was quite taken by our red Sequoia and has offered to swap some red gum for 
some of it. Deal. 
4. The secretary (me) will ask John Har gan if it would be possible for us to have a 20  shipping container 
somewhere at the airport to store slabbed wood in while it waits to go in the dryer. 

 
Mee ng closed 7.45pm. 
 
Next mee ng - Monday 3rd July 2023 from 7pm at Hut 11. 



Source—h ps://www. mberbits.com/blog/history-of-woodworking/ 

Info Corner 
Did you know??? 
History of Woodworking 
 

By developing woodworking skills humans were able to hunt more effec vely, create shelters, build boats and make life 
easier. Furniture, bowls and spoons were created by wood and were also produced as art. Woodworking led to the 
advancement of society. 
Ancient Woodworkers 
Over 2000 years ago woodworkers were a very important part of society for the ancient Egyp ans, Jewish, Roman, Greek 
and all other early civiliza ons. Many drawings depict wooden furniture such as beds, chairs, stools, tables and chests. 
 

Below are some interes ng facts regarding these ancient Woodworkers.  
 

1. The early Egyp ans also cra ed coffins from wood. 
2. Early Egyp ans invented the art of veneering with the earliest examples being displayed in the tomb of Semekhet 

who died over 5000years ago. Many of the pharaohs were buried with objects that had African ebony veneer and 
ivory inlays. 

3. According to some scholars, Egyp ans were the first to varnish, or “finish” their woodwork, though no one knows the 
composi on of these “finishes”. 

4. Ancient Egyp ans used mor se and tenon joints to join mber. Pegs, dowels and leather strengthened these joints. 
5. Egyp ans started to use animal glue between 1570-1069 B.C. 
6. Axes, Adzes, chisel, pull saws and bow saws were the common tools of the early Egyp an woodworker. 
7. Early Chinese civiliza ons also promoted the art of woodworking. It’s believed that woodworking mushroomed in 

that country star ng around 720B.C. When that happened, the Chinese developed many sophis cated applica ons 
of woodworking, including precise measurements used for making pots, tables, and other pieces of furniture. 

8. Woodworkers today who prac ce the ancient oriental woodworking techniques take pride in their mastery of the 
fi ed joint and their skill of not using electric equipment, nails or glue to hold their pieces together. Japan is where 
this style of woodworking primarily originated. 

9. One reason for Japan’s success in such excellent woodworking was that they developed high-carbon steel tools early 
in their history. 

10. Japanese woodworkers also made exquisitely-sculpted scenery. Their popularity and the techniques used in the 
process spread across Southeast Asia. 

11. When a carpenter needed wood, he sawed trees into boards using a large bronze saw with the aid of other workers. 
He cut thin boards from tree trunks. Trees in that region, however, were not large or straight. 

12. Among the carpenter’s tools men oned in ancient sources were the saw, mallet, adze, plummet and line, chisel, rule 
s ck, plane and squares. They also used the bow drill, held in one hand by the handle, which they rapidly set in 
mo on by drawing the a ached bow back and forth. 

13. The bow-lathe was a crude primi ve tool, yet a skilled woodworker could produce decora ve spindles and bowls 
with it much like today’s woodturners. He turned the wood by pulling a leather strap back and forth like a bow. This 
mo on moved the lathe and enabled the cut to be made in the turning wood. 

14. The ancient woodworkers of the Near East built great wooden boats out of mber that grew in the Anatolian plateau 
(the Asian part of Turkey) along the Levan ne coast (the Mediterranean coastal lands of modern-day Turkey, Syria, 
and Lebanon). This wood was so coveted that invading armies o en demanded it as tribute. 

15. Archaeologists found furniture cra ed from wood inlaid with bone, ivory or metal that dated as far back as 800 B.C. 
at Gordion, the alleged home of the mythical King Midas. Near East woodworkers used lathes as well as wedges, 
mallets, chisels, hammers, drills, plumb bobs, compasses, and other basic tools. 

16. The wooden windows of the early mosques and private houses s ll seen today in the Arabic culture were cra ed at 
the height of ancient Near Eastwood carving. The Muslim woodcarvers of Persia, Syria, Egypt and Spain designed and 
created exquisite panelling and other decora ons for wall linings, ceilings, pulpits, and all kinds of fi ngs and 
furniture. Their woodwork was elaborate and minutely delicate. 

 
Woodworkers were prized in the ancient world for their cra  with their skills and inven veness laying the founda ons for woodworking 
today. All of the tools we use today have been evolved from ancient tools such as the chisels, lathes, saws. 
 
Woodworking process have also come from these ancient cra s people, it is amazing what they achieved with ‘primi ve’ tools. 



Business 
Services 

Meredith Mobile Milling 
Located at Mt Doran 

Liz—0417915683 
 

¨ Hardwood and So wood Milling 
¨ Pergola Posts 
¨ Horse  Yard Posts & Rails 
¨ Garden Edging 
¨ Large Furniture Slabs 

BWG Title Bearers Effec ve May 2023 
 President Darren Kelly 0448 364 770 dcekelly@bigpond.com  
Vice President Max Beechey 0417 547 759 maxbeechey@hotmail.com  
Secretary Erika Pugh 0438 586 341 erika.pugh1@optusnet.com.au  
Treasurer Deb Bourke 0417 702 562 hewi deborah@yahoo.com.au  
Assistant Secretary Jane Jennings 0408 169 479 janeoj@hotmail.co.uk  
Commi ee Members  Dave Ludbrook 0409 977 854 nedloh2005@hotmail.com  

  Jane Jennings 0408 169 479 janeoj@hotmail.co.uk  
  Ross  Holst 0419 327 379 r.l.holst@hotmail.com  
  Max Beechey 0417 547 759 maxbeechey@hotmail.com  
  Tim Denton 0439 381 813 tazface@bigpond.net.au 
  Noel Arnold 5335 7781 woodie.art2@gmail.com 
Wood Management         
Storage Managers Dave Ludbrook 0409 977 854         nedloh2005@hotmail.com  
  Erika Pugh 0438 586 341 erika.pugh1@optusnet.com.au  
Dryer Manager Dave Ludbrook 5332 6978/0409 977 854  nedloh2005@hotmail.com  
Sales Managers Dave Ludbrook 5332 6978/0409 977 854  nedloh2005@hotmail.com  
Slabbing Manager Dave Ludbrook 5332 6978/0409 977 854  nedloh2005@hotmail.com  
Wood Review Team Dave Ludbrook 5333 6978/0409 977 854  nedloh2005@hotmail.com  
  David Izard 0402 775 248 david.izard@hotmail.com 
  Ross  Holst 0419 327 379 r.l.holst@hotmail.com  
Lathe Maintenance Dave Ludbrook 5333 6978/0409 977 854  nedloh2005@hotmail.com  
Welfare Officer Darren Kelly 0448 364 770 dcekelly@bigpond.com 
Library Officer Marilyn  Miezis 9024 6227 / 0434 930 055  mar.mie@internode.on.net  
Newsle er Editor  Dawn Barrows 0401 636 660 leicester2@hotmail.com 

Maintenance Bob Irvin 5339 5820 / 0417 395 820 bobwille@ncable.net.au  
  Dave Ludbrook 0409 977 854 nedloh2005@hotmail.com  
Floor Manager Dave Ludbrook 0409 977 854 nedloh2005@hotmail.com  

Consumables Manager  Erika Pugh 0438 586 341 erika.pugh1@optusnet.com.au  
Assistants David Izard 0402 775 248 david.izard@hotmail.com 
  Dave Ludbrook 0409 977 854 nedloh2005@hotmail.com  
Purchasing Officer Erika Pugh 0439 586 341 erika.pugh1@optusnet.com.au  
New Member Intake David Izard 0402 775 248 david.izard@hotmail.com 
Toy Coordinators Erika Pugh 0439 586 341 erika.pugh1@optusnet.com.au  
  Kris  Veitch 0478 199 651 veitchkris na@yahoo.com.au  
Facebook Manager   Kris  Veitch 0478 199 651 veitchkris na@yahoo.com.au  
Website Manager Dawn Barrows 0401636 660 leicester2@hotmail.com  
Grants Coordinator Erika Pugh 0438 586 341 erika.pugh1@optusnet.com.au  

Insurance Coordinator Kerry Pask 5334 6505 / 0419 826 807 kerry.pask@gmail.com  
CWG Delegates  Grant Squires 5334 2416  squires4244@outlook.com   
  Ross  Holst 0419 327 379 r.l.holst@hotmail.com  

  Max Brown 5339 8009 / 0409 171 359  maxbrowmball@hotmail.com  
BBQ Coordinator David Izard 0402 775 248 david.izard@hotmail.com 
Working Bee Coordinator Noel Arnold 5335 7781 woodie.art2@gmail.com 

Placeholder 
Are there any businesses which you have found 

helpful that members may be interested in 
knowing about to help them source things for 

their projects? Especially specialty items and hard 
to source products. 

Please send them through to 
woodiesnews1@gmail.com  so that they can be 

listed here. 



SUPPORTING OUR SPONSORS 

HELEN HARRIS 
ochjh@scrolling.com.au  
PO Box 1384, Murray Bridge SA 5253  
0428 826 224 08 8531 3440  

SCROLL SAW BLADES  
We are the original Australian Distributors for the Swiss made Pegas 
blades. 
These are available in both plain end and pinned. 
We also sell the German made Flying Dutchman blades.  
 

¨ Plain end are $5.00 a dozen.  
¨ Pinned are $5.50 a dozen.  
¨ 3” pinned blades are $5.50 a dozen.  
¨ Coping saw blades are $5.50 a dozen.  
 

We also sell -  
 

¨ Mini chucks and mini twist drills.  
¨ Pegas Blade Chuck Heads for Excalibur  
 
Also available for DeWalt by order. 
We are also agents for all Hegner products including the Hegner 
Drum Sander.  
All prices are plus postage.  
Contact us for a blade catalogue  

BJS—Ballarat Joinery Supplies 
 

03 5333 3008  
ballaratjoinerysupplies.com.au  

20 – 22 Old Creswick Road, Ballarat  
 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
 

Customised Flat packs  
Cut-to-size  

Stunning Benchtops  
Joinery Hardware  
Mirotone Coa ngs  

Innova ve Kitchen Products 

 

G. Gay & Co. Est. 1918  
127 Gillies St Sth  
Ballarat  
Ph 5334 2700  

801 Howi  St 
Wendouree 
Ph 5339 5033  

Stockists of all your Timber & Hardware Supplies:-  
 

Pine, Hardwood, Oregon, Merbau, Plywood, Power 
Tools & Accessories and general builders’ hardware.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Generous supporters of our morning tea  
... Golden Nugget Bakery….  

MANY THANKS!  


